gratitude, to look upon them with a friendly and fostering interest. " We would beg to observe to your Majesty," says the report, " that the general impression produced on our minds by the examination of the evidence, both verbal and documentary, which was placed before us, was that the condition of the army medical officers was not unfavourable; that the great advantages of increased pay and increased retired allowances which were given to this class of officers by the regulations of 1830, were well calculated to secure a succession of accomplished medical officers for the military service; and that but few changes in those regulations would be requisite to place that branch of the service in a satisfactory position in relation to other ranks in the army.
" According to the existing establishment of medical officers as laid down in The Assistant Surgeon is eligible for promotion to the rank either of staff surgeon or regimental surgeon upon vacancies in the authorised establishment, while his subsequent advancement from the rank of surgeon, must, under the warrant, be made through the commission of assistant inspector. " The Deputy Inspector Generals' appointments are filled by selection from the assistant inspectors ; and the deputy inspectors furnish the candidates from whom the inspectors general are taken."
The Report then goes on to state that, while in general it approves the existing regulations, they require amendment, for the purpose of rendering more clear the demarcation of the comparative ranks and respective duties of medical officers of the different grades, and also for that of diminishing the time which elapses before they can expect to receive the first step of advancement in their profession. " The Staff Surgeons ought, we conceive, to be considered a superior appointment to that of regimental surgeon; but this superiority can hardly be said at present to exist, since the assistant surgeon may now be appointed to be a staff surgeon, without having previously gone through the rank of regimental surgeon, while the staff surgeon, who throughout the war was accustomed equally with the physician, whose place is now filled by the assistant inspector of hospitals, to look forward to the rank of deputy inspector, as a step immediately above him> is now required to pass through the rank of assistant inspector, for which the regimental surgeon is not considered less eligible than himself."
In order that each class of officer might bear the name more 
